Introduction
Iran is located in a semi-arid zone, and sometimes the livestock holders face to shortage of feed supply due to drought. One way to overcome this scarcity is to feed animals with locally available feed resources and agro-industrial by-products which cannot be consumed by humans. Raisin waste (RW) is a co-product of raisin production which is left after sorting and packing of raisins, and composed of rejected raisins, rachis, peduncles and pedicles.
The RW, like some other by-products, contains tannins (Besharati & Taghizadeh, 2011) . Tannins are categorized as condensed and hydrolysable tannins which have positive and negative effects in ruminant nutrition (Makkar, 2003a) . Within the latter, Priolo et al. (2000) found that feeding the lambs with carob pulp decreased the weight gain compared to those fed with conventional maize based diet. The negative effects of tannins are attributed to their capacity to bind to proteins followed by precipitation in the rumen (Jones & Mangan, 1977) , reduced rumen protein degradation and fractional absorption of amino acids reaching to the small intestine (McNabb et al., 1996) . These consequences result in low digestibility and low voluntary feed intake (Reed, 1995) . Tannins also exert beneficial effects, such as protection of dietary proteins from being degraded in rumen, preventing bloat, defaunating activity and anti-parasitic effects (Min et al., 2003) . In an experiment, Wang et al. (1996) 
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The aim of this study was to assess the effects of different inclusion levels of raisin waste (RW) in the diet on the animal performance and ruminal fermentation parameters of growing lambs. Four levels of RW inclusion (i.e., R 0 , R 1 , R 2 and R 3 for 0, 100, 200 and 300 g RW kg -1 dry matter of diet, respectively) were tested. The experimental diets were fed to 24 male lambs (six months old) and six animals were allocated to each treatment. In the first experiment, effects of different levels of RW on the animals' performance, some rumen parameters and protozoa populations were studied. In the second experiment, the apparent total tract digestibility of diets and nitrogen balance were measured. The highest final body weights were observed for the R 2 and R 3 diets. The R 3 diet had the lowest dry matter intake (1156 vs. 1303 g day -1 for R 3 and R 0 , respectively) and feed conversion rate (6.4 vs. 8.7 for R 3 and R 0 , respectively). Total number of protozoa increased with the addition of RW, but Epidinium spp. completely disappeared with the R 3 diet. Inclusion of RW at levels higher than 200 g RW kg -1 DM of diet significantly reduced crude protein (p = 0.042) and neutral detergent fiber digestibility (p = 0.049). Our findings showed that RW could be included in the diets of growing lambs up to 200 g kg -1 DM without compromising their production performance.
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